Warsaw, 29 October 2026

Organizers and Participants in the Ceremony 
for the Presentation of the “Virtus et Fraternitas” Medals 
at the Belweder Palace

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great joy and pride that I address all those gathered at this ceremony to honor individuals who have rendered distinguished service in helping our compatriots and preserving the memory of Polish victims of 20th-century totalitarian regimes. Today, at Warsaw’s Belweder Palace, we recall the names of heroes to whom we, the present-day citizens of the independent Republic of Poland, owe honor and respect.

Once again, at the initiative of the Witold Pilecki Institute of Solidarity and Valor, “Virtus et Fraternitas” Medals are being awarded to people of varying nationalities, faiths, and cultures, united by their extraordinary solidarity with Poles in need of help. There is another shared characteristic in the lives of most of those being honored: the discretion with which they performed their remarkable deeds, often out of concern for their own safety and that of those they helped. After so many years, that silence needed to be broken at last.

Today’s ceremony not only delivers posthumous historical justice to these modest individuals who played their part in history, it also provides a moment when, after many years, their voices can symbolically be heard. Today, their service is being acknowledged and brought to public attention in a fitting setting and with due ceremony. The Republic of Poland pays tribute to them, expressing its gratitude for the courage, selflessness, and Christian compassion with which they welcomed our compatriots, whom repression and fear of subjugation had driven from their homeland.

I extend my warm greetings to the families and friends of those being honored, as well as to the historians and all those to whom we owe our knowledge of the truth about their deeds. Today, on the 102nd anniversary of Zbigniew Herbert’s birth, it is worth recalling his words: “The loss of memory by a nation is also a loss of its conscience.” In Herbert’s reflection, remembering a nation’s history is an ethical matter. Collective amnesia could blind our collective conscience. This, in turn, would mean relativism and the accompanying weakness of the Polish spirit – a spirit that endures and guides successive generations toward freedom, in part because we preserve the memory of the heroes honored today.

I am pleased that the number of recipients of the “Virtus et Fraternitas” Medal continues to grow, with further awards to individuals for whom courage and solidarity were the substance and purpose of life. May their deeds inspire us and future generations of Poles, while reminding us that even in the most difficult times, courage, solidarity, and fidelity to conscience allow us to preserve our humanity.

Glory to the heroes!
